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opinion of about fifty eminent men from different countries in North
America, Europe, and Asia. The heavily shaded regions contain people
who stand especially high in the scale of civilization. The other two
maps (A-B353) are based on statistics of automobiles and schools. The
automobile map indicates the general distribution of wealth and indus-
trial activity. The education map indicates that of the higher phases of
civilization. The two are closely similar and show no essential differences
from B352. Compare all three of these maps of civilization with A352,
which shows climatic energy. On all the maps the darkest areas, together
with the heavily shaded areas which surround them, cover approximately
the same regions. They embrace most of the United States and southern
Canada, most of Europe, Japan, southeastern Australia, and a portion of
South America. The agreement between regions of stimulating climate
and high civilization means that the health and energy imparted by such
a climate provide conditions especially favorable for progress. Other con-
ditions such as the influence of men of genius, good government, an en-
nobling religion, and strong institutions are also necessary just as good
water, good food, and proper shelter as well as good air are necessary
to health.
A Climatic Comparison: The Bahamas and Canada. To understand
the relation of climate and civilization let us compare the province of
Ontario, where the climate is one of the best in the world, and the Bahama
Islands, which have a warm, monotonous, tropical climate. The original
white settlers in both places were of the same stock. They were English
colonists, many of whom left the United States at the time of the Revo-
lution because of their loyalty to England. Today the descendants of the
Loyalists in Canada are one of the strongest elements in causing that
country to be conspicuously well governed and progressive. In the
Bahamas the descendants of similar Loyalists are also one of the finest
elements, but many of them are relatively inefficient. Among the Cana-
dians practically everyone has a fairly good education. Among the
Bahamans a large number have never been to school, and many who
learned to read and write in their childhood have forgotten these arts
because they do not practice them.
The main cause of these differences is the climate, which produces its
effect partly through its direct effect on the body, and partly through
indirect effects such as sanitation, disease, isolation, diet, and the clash
between the Anglo-Saxon and Negro types of culture. As the Bahamans
themselves say, "This climate is very healthful and pleasant as everyone
knows. That is why people come from the North to spend part of the
winter at beautiful Nassau. The only trouble is that it doesn't make one
feel like work. In winter it's all right, although even then we can't fly

